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23 April 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

This Easter and school holidays would have been very different from the usual for many of us. I 
hope the break from supporting your children in their online learning has been a stress-reliever. 
The Premier of NSW made an announcement on Tuesday about schooling arrangements for 
Term 2. We are considering the Premier’s announcement and independent school guidance and 
will communicate our plans next week for a phased approach to a return to full time teaching. 
However, what I can say is that the first two weeks of term will continue as Term 1 ended. School 
will be open for children of families who have to go to work or who have no alternative. The 
Premier still encourages parents to keep their children home from school if at all possible, 
however, no child will be turned away from school. Therefore, online learning for all students, 
whether at home or at school will continue for the first two weeks. The only exception to this is 
Year 12, which we anticipate bringing back from Monday of Week 2. More details to come soon. 
 

The general plan is for a phased return to full-time school for all students during Term 2. The 
details of how this will be implemented at Lakes are still being discussed. It is likely that from the 
start of Term 3 school will be full-time for everyone, with social distancing still being implemented. 
However, it is not possible to be certain about that at this stage. If there is a resurgence of COVID-
19, we will probably have to step back to an earlier phase. Ultimately, school will return to normal 
activities. Although we hope that will be by Term 4, it is not possible to be certain. 
 
Social distancing at school 
It is not practical for us to stagger recess and lunch breaks, or school start and finish times, due 
to the staffing levels that we can provide on-site at present, and the fixed nature of our school 
bus timetables. However, we will manage students in classrooms, playground and at the 
canteens in such a way as to maintain distancing as much as possible.  
 

In line with this, I continue to ask parents and carers not to enter the school unless it is really 
necessary. Junior School parents, please drop your children off at the Kiss and Go zone or at 
the front door rather than accompany them into the school. This will help us control the number 
of people from outside the school who can enter. We want to try to “keep our borders closed” as 
well as is practicable. 
 

Unfortunately, the continued social distancing guidelines from the government mean that we will 
not be able to conduct many of the usual school activities that would typically occur in Term 2. 
These will include: 
 

• Assemblies 

• Chapels 

• Excursions 

• Sport (although some sport activities may be provided for students at school from time to 
time) 

• Camps 

• School Photos – postponed to Term 3 
 
For the school community as a whole, this will also mean that we are unable to hold P&F 
meetings this term or the Mothers’ Day Stall and Breakfast. We also anticipate that the P&F Trivia 
Night will need to be postponed to later in the year or cancelled. We are also uncertain as to the 
viability of our Spring Fair and Open Day which is traditionally held in October.  
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Parent Survey – Online Learning 
Thank you to those who answered this survey. It has helped us to gain a better understanding of 
the issues. One thing is very clear – across the school there is a wide variation in different 
families’ experiences with online learning. Many students and consequently their parents, are 
finding it to be working well. Then there are those at the exact opposite. We have made some 
changes to how SeeSaw and Teams will be used based on parent responses that we hope will 
improve students’ and parents’ experiences.  
 

For the Senior School there were polarised views on the merits of allowing students to be flexible 
about when they completed specific subjects versus following the regular timetable and having 
video lessons. We have decided to have students follow their regular timetables to allow the 
opportunity for more video lessons and teacher check-ins with students during the lesson. 
Another issue with Teams related to difficulty some students had in finding all their assigned 
work. We are responding to that so all teachers will place lessons in the same place across 
different subjects so there is uniformity. 
 

There were a few parents who indicated that they would like a staff member to contact them to 
give assistance but who did not leave a name or contact number (the survey was anonymous). 
If those parents would still like contact from us please email pa@lakes.nsw.edu.au. 
 
More details 
Please see later this week the additional communications from Mr Samways for the Senior 
School and Mr Wallace for the Junior School. 
 
In conclusion 
As the pandemic unfolded, we were all responding to change almost on a day-to-day basis. 
Australia is controlling the spread of COVID-19 very well and we might be fortunate enough to 
have a smooth relaxation of restrictions and return to near normality over the rest of this year. 
On the other hand, a resurgence is possible. So the arrangements outlined in this letter are 
subject to change according to government directions. 
 

I appreciate your support as we have managed this together. It is important to acknowledge that, 
even if things return to near normal later this year, there will be school activities that we usually 
do, including camps, which we have had to cancel. The reasons for this include the need to care 
for the health and wellbeing of our students and school community, to help us to continue to be 
responsible stewards of the school’s finances, and to support parents who are trying to get back 
on their feet after returning to work, managing family businesses through the economic slow 
down or who are seeking employment. We will appreciate your understanding that the whole of 
this year will be very different for our school. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Michael Hannah 
Principal 
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